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Where High-Speed Rail 
Works Best

www.America2050.org
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Where High-Speed Rail 
Works Best

• Population
• Distance
• Transit 

connections
• Economic 

productivity
• Congestion
• In a 

megaregionwww.America2050.org
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Metro Area Population
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Population Distribution
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Population Distribution
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650,127 New Orleans1,020,138 Riverside
674,624 Charlotte1,086,245 Atlanta
686,381 Providence1,161,880 Portland
702,254 Salt Lake City1,181,947 Dallas
719,958 Tampa1,200,827 Minneapolis
723,509 Tucson1,269,746 Baltimore
750,989 Austin1,284,613 San Francisco
762,971 Indianapolis1,344,155 Detroit
763,394 Kansas City1,375,409 Phoenix
817,328 Cincinnati1,390,727 Denver
821,741 Saint Louis1,465,661 San Jose
838,999 Sacramento1,473,189 Houston
859,527 Cleveland1,499,208 Las Vegas
897,058 Pittsburgh1,668,855 Miami
898,083 Columbus1,698,328 Boston
902,023 Orlando1,856,767 Washington
922,468 Milwaukee2,071,586 Philadelphia
962,684 Seattle2,679,559 Chicago

1,010,456 San Antonio3,539,479 Los Angeles
1,019,025 San Diego7,318,733 New York

Top 40 Population Centers (10 Mile buffer)
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93,975 Seattle
94,108 Oxnard
95,064 Milwaukee
95,312 Denver
96,718 Hartford

102,068 Miami
107,669 Trenton
108,490 Minneapolis
111,775 San Jose
111,881 Rochester
123,098 Providence
124,305 Las Vegas
141,811 Washington
143,311 Chicago
156,656 Los Angeles
171,078 Boston
172,945 Baltimore
220,662 Philadelphia
342,881 San Francisco
524,767 New York

Top 20 Population Centers (2 Mile Buffer)

90,729 Birmingham
101,308 Kansas City
102,051 New Orleans
111,298 Saint Louis
122,368 Milwaukee
133,401 Dallas
135,670 Houston
142,586 Denver
150,459 Portland
151,124 Baltimore
154,522 Pittsburgh
188,303 Minneapolis
189,991 Los Angeles
221,104 Seattle
234,859 Philadelphia
302,458 Washington
426,200 San Francisco
448,756 Boston
554,112 Chicago

1,667,072 New York
Top 20 Employment Centers (2 Mile Buffer)

Top 20 Population & Employment 
Centers (2 Mile buffer)
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Transit Connectivity
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Transit Connectivity
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Flights Per Day by Megaregions
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Air Market
400 – 600 Mile Corridor
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Washington DC: $69,000

Boston: $61,000

Disposable Incomes 
& Specialization 

29%Portland-Vancouver-Beaverton, OR-WA 
29%Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT 
29%Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, CA 
29%Baltimore-Towson, MD 
29%New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-PA 
30%San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos, CA 
30%Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX 
31%Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI 
31%Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA 
32%Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA 
33%Denver-Aurora-Broomfield, CO 
34%Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MA-NH
34%Austin-Round Rock, TX 
37%San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, CA 
38%Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV
41%San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA 

Per Capita GDP
San Francisco: 
$69,000

Of 50 Largest Metropolitan areas - Top Fifteen with 
Highest Percent of Knowledge Workers
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Long Term Commitment
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Corridor Length (miles)
New York – Philadelphia 100
New York – Washington 225
Washington – Boston 450

Houston – Dallas  240 
Houston – San Antonio 200
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Air Markets/ Corridor Length (Mi)
San Diego – Los Angeles 120
Los Angeles – San Francisco 380
San Diego - Sacramento 500

Chicago – Milwaukee 90
Chicago – Madison 150
Chicago – Minneapolis 410
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Source: U.S. DOT, Mar 2010

American High-Speed Rail


