PPZC= SUPPORT NADLER AMENDMENT ON TRANSIT
T!—T FUNDING IN THE HOUSE ECONOMIC RECOVERY
For America  AND REVITALIZATION ACT

The infrastructure component of HR 1, the American Economic Recovery and Investment Act is a critical
piece in the effort to rebuild our economy and create jobs for struggling American workers. By investing in
our crumbling roads and bridges, overburdened mass transit systems, and hundreds of other infrastructure
projects, we can provide immediate good-paying jobs in hard-hit communities while helping to reduce
congestion, cut our dependence on oil, and help pave the way for a greener future.

Our nation’s transit and intercity rail systems are struggling to meet maintenance, repair and capital needs.
In a national poll released earlier this month by Transportation for America and the National Association of
Realtors, fully 80% of respondents said stimulus funds should not only create jobs, but also help the goals
of reducing oil dependency, improving the environment, and increasing transportation options. Now is the
time to increase much needed funding for public transportation.

Support the amendment offered by U.S. Representatives Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), Peter DeFazio (D-
OR), Dan Lipinski (D-IL), Steve Ellison (D-MN) and Michael McMahon (D-NY) to increase transit capital
funding. This amendment must be approved by the House Rules Committee tomorrow to allow for
debate on the House floor this Wednesday.

Specifically the Nadler, DeFazio, Lipinski and McMahon amendment would:

- Provide $1.5 billion in funding for transit capital improvement program and $1.5 billion for
the New Starts Program, raising the total funding level for transit and rail in the recovery
bill to $12 billion.

- The $3 billion dollars in this amendment would restore the transit portion of the recovery
bill to level proposed by Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman James Oberstar (D-
MN). The USDQOT reports that $12 billion is needed annually to maintain and improve our
transit systems. FTA reports that $4 billion in existing New Start funding agreements are
outstanding.

- Transportation For America has identified more than $5 billion in new transit extension and
rail projects that could be ready to go in 120 days, generating over 178,000 new jobs. These
investments could put people to work in the manufacturing sector building new rail cars
and bus vehicles, in the steel and concrete industries, in design and planning professions,
and in their construction and operation. New transit lines have also been demonstrated to
generate substantial economic development, which yield economic benefits far beyond
the life of the recovery bill.

For more information on Transportation for America’s priorities and funding requests in an economic
recovery bill, contact Mariia Zimmerman, Policy Director at 202-207-3355, ext 31 or mariia.zimmerman@
t4america.org



