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New Study Ranks U.S. High-speed Rail Corridors

Identifies Northeast, Midwest and California as Places where High-speed Rail Works Best

Recommends the Federal Government Invest in Regions with the Greatest Potential Demand
(New York, NY) – A new study released today by America 2050 ranks all potential high-speed rail corridors in the United States showing where high-speed rail works best—the Northeast, Midwest and California—and recommends the federal government invest in these corridors first to increase the probability of success of the high-speed rail program. 


The ranking was based on six criteria: number of potential passengers, optimal distances, potential for connections to transit, economic productivity, most auto congestion, and containment within a megaregion—networks of metropolitan regions with shared economies, infrastructure and natural resources.  

The study, entitled, “Where High Speed Rail Works Best,” analyzed 27,000 potential corridors or “city pairs” and ranked them according to a weighted average of the six survey criteria.  The top fifty city pairs determined by the study to have the greatest potential demand for high-speed rail are listed in the table below. 
- more, more, more-

	Rank
	Corridor
	 Score
	
	Rank
	Corridor
	 Score

	1
	New York-Washington
	100.00
	
	26
	Detroit-Washington
	87.27

	2
	Philadelphia-Washington
	98.24
	
	27
	Cleveland-New York
	87.25

	3
	Boston-New York
	97.22
	
	28
	Philadelphia-Pittsburgh
	87.23

	4
	Baltimore-New York
	96.83
	
	29
	Portland-Seattle
	87.19

	5
	Los Angeles-San Francisco
	96.43
	
	30
	Pittsburgh-Washington
	86.69

	6
	Boston-Philadelphia
	96.05
	
	31
	Los Angeles-Sacramento
	86.58

	7
	Los Angeles-San Diego
	94.92
	
	32
	New York-Providence
	86.58

	8
	Los Angeles-San Jose
	94.19
	
	33
	Raleigh-Washington
	86.36

	9
	Boston-Washington
	92.79
	
	34
	Detroit-Philadelphia
	86.30

	10
	Dallas-Houston
	91.37
	
	35
	Chicago-Louisville
	86.25

	11
	Chicago-Detroit
	91.09
	
	36
	Hartford-Philadelphia
	86.20

	12
	Baltimore-Boston
	90.39
	
	37
	San Diego-San Jose
	86.14

	13
	Chicago-Columbus
	89.42
	
	38
	Hartford-Washington
	86.13

	14
	Chicago-Saint Louis
	89.25
	
	39
	Chicago-Cincinnati
	86.02

	15
	Los Angeles-Phoenix
	89.03
	
	40
	Cleveland-Philadelphia
	85.99

	16
	Chicago-Cleveland
	88.71
	
	41
	Charlotte-Philadelphia
	85.60

	17
	Charlotte-Washington
	88.39
	
	42
	Philadelphia-Raleigh
	85.58

	18
	San Diego-San Francisco
	88.32
	
	43
	Buffalo-New York
	85.58

	19
	Columbus-Washington
	88.21
	
	44
	New York-Virginia Beach
	85.52

	20
	Cleveland-Washington
	88.13
	
	45
	Austin-Dallas
	85.47

	21
	New York-Pittsburgh
	88.03
	
	46
	Manchester-New York
	85.41

	22
	Phoenix-San Diego
	87.97
	
	47
	Philadelphia-Providence
	85.36

	23
	Las Vegas-Los Angeles
	87.79
	
	48
	Bridgeport-Philadelphia
	85.31

	24
	Detroit-New York
	87.47
	
	49
	Columbus-Philadelphia
	85.24

	25
	Chicago-Minneapolis
	87.33
	
	50
	New York-Rochester
	85.11


The study comes at a key time as Federal Rail Administration is deciding how to spend $8 billion in stimulus funds dedicated for investment in high-speed rail as outlined in the Obama Administration’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  Competition for the dollars will be fierce as states submitted 278 pre-applications from 40 states totaling $103 billion in high-speed rail projects prior to the July 10th “pre-application” deadline. The FRA is currently reviewing full applications for individual projects that were submitted late last month and will be reviewing another round of applications later this fall.

 “Identifying which corridors are most appropriate for high-speed rail development is critical to the long-term success of the federal government’s high-speed rail program,” said Robert Yaro, co-chair, America 2050 and president, Regional Plan Association. “Eight billion dollars is only a fraction that will be necessary to fully construct an American high-speed rail network.  The initial funding must be spent well to show how successful high-speed rail can be in boosting local economies and providing immediate employment and measurable transportation benefits. Political pressure to spread this funding around the country hitting as many congressional districts as possible must be resisted.”

Based on the analysis, the report proposes a three phased approach to building a national high-speed rail network.  Phase One recommendations include those city pairs ranking highest, including corridors in the Northeast, Midwest and California, followed by Phase Two and Phase Three corridors in other prominent megaregions around the country (See map, page 7).
While other factors such as local political support, matching funds, and preliminary engineering for high-speed rail projects in any given corridor will impact FRA decisions, this study identifies where high-speed rail will work best based on potential ridership demand. 
“By successfully demonstrating the value of high-speed rail in the Northeast, Midwest and California, this initial investment can build public and political support for the completion of high-speed rail links in all eleven U.S. megaregions and help build a new foundation for America’s competitiveness, energy independence and mobility in the 21st century,” said Petra Todorovich, Director, America 2050.
“Focusing limited federal resources in corridors with sufficient population, economic activity, existing transit, and high levels of congestion will maximize benefits and minimize the financial risks inherent in such large scale projects,” said Yoav Hagler, report co-author and Associate Planner, America 2050.
“High-speed electrified trains, properly designed and located, would not only provide much needed interurban passenger capacity in these high priority corridors but would also contribute to reducing the nation's greenhouse gas emissions. A win-win outcome under any circumstances," said Richard Little, director of the Keston Institute for Public Finance and Infrastructure Policy at the University of Southern California.”

The report was made possible through the generous support of The Rockefeller Foundation, Surdna Foundation, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, J.M. Kaplan Fund and the William Penn Foundation.  The complete report can be found online at http://www.america2050.org/pdf/Where-HSR-Works-Best.pdf. 
ABOUT AMERICA 2050 America 2050 is a national urban planning initiative to develop an infrastructure vision and growth strategy for America. This vision includes investments in sustainable transportation, the energy grid, and water infrastructure to shape quality communities, create jobs, and make America more competitive and livable in the 21st century. For more information go to www.America2050.org
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